
Weekly Bible Reading - March 2020
2020 Readings - “Teaching Them to Obey” 

We continue this month with our theme for 2020 that we all need to be taught 
to obey all that Jesus commanded. Matthew 28:20 “Teach these new disciples to 
obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Sign in to RightNow Media and view this 
short video on keeping an important commandment. Under the Holland Park 
listing, look for “Love Your Neighbors” by Eddie Mosely.  

Not signed up for RightNow Media? 
  1) From your computer— 
                             http://bit.ly/HOLLANDPARK 
  2) From your phone— 
       Text RIGHTNOW HPC to 41411 
  3) Use your phone's camera to capture this code- 

//Mar 1// The Most Important Commandment 

Mark 12:28-31 (NLT) 
The Most Important Commandment                                                                  
28 One of the teachers of religious law was standing there listening to the debate. 
He realized that Jesus had answered well, so he asked, “Of all the commandments, 
which is the most important?”  29 Jesus replied, “The most important 
commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and 
only Lord. 30 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
all your mind, and all your strength.’ 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.” 

Also see Matt 22:36-40 and Deut 6:4 & 5 

The 4 Alls Listed by Jesus 
-All your heart-your will 
-All your soul-your emotions 
-All your mind-your intellect 
-All your strength-includes your body 

Jesus refers to Deut 6:45 to answer the question of the greatest commandment. To 
love God this way is clearly not a part-time or casual pursuit. It should be an all 
consuming, purpose-driven effort to love and obey God. 

-How much effort are you putting into your relationship with God? 
-Do you find yourself lacking one of more of the 4 Alls? 

//Mar 8// The Second Command 

31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. No other 
commandment is greater than these.” 

Additional passages about love and who my neighbor is. 
Luke 10:25-37 and John 13:34-35 

Notice that Jesus says this command is equally important over in 1 John 4:19-20, 
John states that if we cannot love those we do see, how can we claim to love God 
who we cannot see. 

In Luke 10:29, the lawyer wants Jesus to defend who his neighbor is. The word for 
neighbor - plesion - generally refers to someone who is near.  
Clearly it means more than the person who lives next door to you. Whoever you are 
near becomes your “neighbor” is what Jesus is telling us.  

-Do you have neighbors you are not loving? 
-Is this optional for you? 
-Who do you need to show love to in order to obey this teaching by Jesus? 

//Mar 15// Prayer and Fasting 

Matt 6:5-15, Matt 7:7-11, Luke 6:12, Mark 11:23-26, Luke 11:1-13, Luke 18:1-14 

-Jesus teaches us to pray in secret. 
-He calls us to ask trusting that God, as our Father, will give us what we need. 
-Jesus gives us a model prayer. 
-Jesus shows us by his example that we need prayer to accomplish our purpose. 
-He teaches us to be constant and persistent in prayer. 

3 Questions 
a. How is your prayer life? 
b. What needs to be improved or changed and how can that happen? 
c. Have you tried adding fasting to your walk with God? 

//Mar 22// Call to Repentance 

Matt 4:14-17, Matt 5:29-30, Luke 18:9-14 

These 3 passages do not all mention the word repentance, but show us what 
repentance looks like.  
  
Matt 4:14-17 - The call to repentance was a part of Jesus’ early message. The  
Isaiah passage describes a people in great darkness and in the shadow of death 
who see a great light. Repentance begins with understanding our true standing 
before God and what he has to offer us. 

Matt 5:29-30 - deals with our need to take sin seriously. Jesus teaches that we  
need to take extreme measures to get sin out of our lives.  

Finally, Luke 18:9-14 - shows us what repentance looks like. It involves humility, to 
admit to God that you are a sinner and it calls on God to show mercy. 

-What do you need to repent about in your life? Do you understand that is still  
the call of Jesus? 
-How serious are you taking sin? Are you willing to take drastic and extreme 
measures to rid your life of sin? 
-Do you come to God like the Pharisee or the tax collector? 

//Mar 29// Show Mercy 

Matt 9:9-13 

This passage starts with a typical Jesus event with him calling Matthew to be his 
disciple and to follow him. Matthew has Jesus over to his home with other tax 
collectors. Jesus is accused of eating with tax collectors and other disreputable 
people - who the Pharisees refer to as scum. This passage ends with Jesus  
quoting from the OT that we need to “show mercy, not offer sacrifice”. 

-Who are you inviting into your home to have meal and share Jesus with? 

-How do you view the poor of those who the world looks down upon? 

-Are you showing mercy or do you express judgement? 
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