
Peacemakers // Home Bible Reading and Study 
Week Four: July 26-August 1 // Colossians 3:1-16


This month we are in a study of Paul’s letter to the Colossians and his 
encouragement and instruction to the church as they battle outside 
forces attempting to add to the Good News and disrupt their peace. 

This week, our reading is from Colossians 3:1-16: 
1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the 
realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 
2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For you died to 
this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, 
who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. 
5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to 
do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for 
a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 6 Because 
of these sins, the anger of God is coming. 7 You used to do these things when 
your life was still part of this world. 8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, 
rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. 9  Don’t lie to each 
other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. 
10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator 
and become like him. 11 In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a 
Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. 
Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us. 
12  Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 
14  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your 
hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And 
always be thankful. 
16 Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. 

Chapter 3 begins Paul’s “So now what” for the Colossian church. He has reminded 
them of who Jesus is in chapter one, of who THEY are IN HIM in chapter two. Now he 
wants them to examine how that plays out in their lives and in the church…  
WHAT DOES NEW LIFE LOOK LIKE? 

So let’s begin there: What did your life look like before you came to know Christ? How 
would you describe yourself? What DEFINED you? How would others have described 
you? 

When we do that exercise, we often focus on the bad, right? We think about 
everything we’ve been saved FROM…our sins, our mistakes, our habits, our heartaches. 
And for good reason! God’s path is the Best Path!  

But Paul invites us to think about EVERYTHING that defined us. So let’s try that: Write 
down all of the labels you can put on yourself or that others would put on you. Maybe 
co-worker? Friend? Spouse? Teammate? Daughter? Write down every label you can 
think of: 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
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Did you have enough room? Maybe not. There are so many ways that we can define 
ourselves…so many labels that can be placed on us, some good, some bad, some 
neutral. 

Paul would call all of those WHO WE WERE. But I’m still a father, a husband, a son, 
etc. Those haven’t changed, right? 

Nope they’re still there and they’re still important. God has plans for me in EVERY role 
I play.  

BUT, what Paul is showing the Colossian church and us all is that those are no longer 
first. Those are not the filters I use for making my life-choices. My life has to be FILLED 
with Jesus. “In this new life, it doesn’t matter” he says.  

Go back to your list. Which parts of your identity do you see as SHAPED BY your walk 
with Christ? Which parts to you realize are SHAPING your walk? 

Paul goes on to mention several attributes of a life lived on His path:  
mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, love, peace, thankfulness 

Which of these do you find easiest to feel and display? Which do you find most 
difficultly in feeling and expressing? As you continue to read through this passage this 
week, continue to ask God to refine you, making you a most willing participant in what 
He is doing in each of us, our church, and our community. 

For additional reading this week, read through Galatians 3 and the left to Philemon. See 
how these thoughts played out in those circumstances as well. 

This week’s prayer:  
Our God, as you choose to love us, we choose to love others. 
As you loved us when we were at fault, we make allowance for others’ faults. 
As you forgive us, we forgive other.s 
As you give us peace, we make that peace with others. 
And when we look like you in our walk, bind us together in perfect harmony so that all 
nations may be blessed through you and your church. 
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