
Peacemakers // Home Bible Reading and Study 
Week One: July 5-11 


This month we will be in a study of Paul’s letter to the Colossians. So let’s 
begin at the beginning. This week’s focus is Colossians 1:1-14: 

1  This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an 
apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother Timothy. 
2 We are writing to God’s holy people in the city of Colosse, who are faithful 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
May God our Father give you grace and peace. 
3 We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4 For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love 
for all of God’s people, 5 which come from your confident hope of what God 
has reserved for you in heaven. You have had this expectation ever since you 
first heard the truth of the Good News. 
6 This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is 
bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from 
the day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful 
grace. 
7 You learned about the Good News from Epaphras, our beloved co-worker. 
He is Christ’s faithful servant, and he is helping us on your behalf. 8 He has 
told us about the love for others that the Holy Spirit has given you. 
9 So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We 
ask God to give you complete knowledge of His will and to give you spiritual 
wisdom and understanding. 10 Then the way you live will always honor and 
please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the 
while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. 
11 We also pray that you will be strengthened with all His glorious power so 
you will have all the endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with 
joy, 12  always thanking the Father. He has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance that belongs to His people, who live in the light. 13 For He has 
rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the 
Kingdom of His dear Son, 14 who purchased our freedom and forgave our 
sins. 

Paul is writing this letter to Christian brothers and sisters he’s never met…he’s only 
heard of their faith through mutual associates like Epaphras. As with most Christians 
at this time, they had a simple faith. They believed in Jesus and that He was the Son of 
the Living God. They had accepted the Gospel, and they believed that this Good News 
was enough.  

Paul is writing to give them guidance as outside influences are trying to convince 
them that there is more…that there are deeper truths outside of Christ, additional 
wisdom that can’t be gained through Him. It’s something that we as Christians today 
continue to struggle with…the concept of Jesus + _______.  

So let’s dive deeper there for a minute… 

What shapes who you are? Take a minute to be honest with yourself about who and 
what your influences are. Is it your family? Your heritage? Your origins? How do you 
define yourself? How would others define you? It’s macabre, but think about your 
tombstone… how would people sum you up in a couple of sentences? 
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Paul is calling the Colossians to sink into their identity in Jesus, and to let that be 
enough. He prays in verses 9 and 10: 

9b We ask God to give you complete knowledge of His will and to give you 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 Then the way you live will always honor 
and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the 
while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. 

He is asking them, in their difficult times, to LEAN INTO THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH 
JESUS. Let that be enough for them… to not fill in the blank on ‘Jesus + ______.’ 

That’s difficult, isn’t it? There are so many outside influences begging for us to be a 
part. And that’s not always a bad thing. The problem comes when we run our 
relationship with Jesus through those filters instead of running those influences 
through the filter of Jesus. If those parts of our identity SPRING from our relationship 
with Christ, that is just Jesus. If those influences don’t involve the message of Jesus, 
that is the trap of ‘Jesus + ______’ that it is easy for us to fall into. 

What influences do you see in your life that spring from the Good News? 
What influences do you recognize in your life that don’t involve the Good News? 

We’re learning how to be peacemakers at Holland Park. Peacemaking requires 
communication… listening, empathizing, vulnerable confession, truthful sharing, and 
safe-spaces to ask and answer questions.  

But we have a head start. The creator and supplier of peace is with us. “13 For he has 
rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his 
dear Son, 14 who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” 

God has placed us in His camp through the sacrifice made by Jesus! And the Spirit of 
Jesus lives within us, ready to supply us with ALL we need.  

But as we begin our study this week, we too need to lean into the fact that JESUS IS 
ENOUGH. Instead of strengthening our arguments, we need to strengthen our 
relationship with Him. His Good News “is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, 
just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth 
about God’s wonderful grace (vs. 6).” 

Spend time each day this week in prayer, asking God to “give you complete 
knowledge of His will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding (vs.9).” 
Trust in those prayers that what is delivered to you is the best preparation for 
peacemaking. We can’t MAKE what we don’t TAKE, and we can’t TAKE what we don’t 
FEEL. Allow God to overwhelm you with His peace as we grow in boldness to take it 
with us and share it, making peace wherever we go. 
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