
Teaching Them to Obey 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 

16 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them doubted! 18 Jesus came and told 
his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all the nations,[a] baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

Over the past 12 months, the shepherds have talked a lot about this passage. In the Great 
Commission, part of making disciples is to teach them to obey or put into practice all that Jesus 
taught. We want and expect that all members of HPC will learn to obey the teachings of Jesus. In 
this way we show that we are growing and maturing as believers. 

1. What are some of the reasons or excuses we use for not following the teachings or 
commands of Jesus? 

2. List some of the areas in your life where you are not obeying Jesus. 

Jesus always linked the two concepts of hearing his words and putting them in to practice. We have 
become great students of the Bible but place less emphasis on the application and the practice of 
the word. Even James, the Lord’s brother, felt it necessary to remind the early Christians that 
looking into the word was not enough – we need to practice it in our lives.  

Luke 8:19-21 

19 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they couldn’t get to him because of the 
crowd. 20 Someone told Jesus, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, and they want 
to see you.” 21 Jesus replied, “My mother and my brothers are all those who hear God’s word and 
obey it.” 

To be close to Jesus, as a brother or mother, is to put into practice the words that Jesus taught. 
Jesus considers you family when you obey his teachings 

Matt 7:24-29 

24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on 
solid rock. 25 Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against 
that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26 But anyone who hears my teaching 
and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. 27 When the rains and 
floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.” 28 When 
Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 for he taught 
with real authority—quite unlike their teachers of religious law. 

Jesus uses a parable at the end of the sermon on the mount to show the importance of obedience.  

Are you building a life that will stand because you put into practice the words of Jesus? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24188a

