
Christ’s View of the Local Church - Lesson #6 
 
Revelation 3:7-13 
 
The Message to the Church in Philadelphia  
7 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. This is the message from the one who is 
holy and true, the one who has the key of David. What he opens, no one can close;     and what he 
closes, no one can open: 8 “I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for you that no one 
can close. You have little strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny me. 9 Look, I will force 
those who belong to Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say they are Jews but are not—to come and 
bow down at your feet. They will acknowledge that you are the ones I love. 10 “Because you have 
obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of testing that will come upon 
the whole world to test those who belong to this world. 11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, 
so that no one will take away your crown. 12 All who are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of 
my God, and they will never have to leave it. And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will 
be citizens in the city of my God—the new Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And 
I will also write on them my new name. 13 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and 
understand what he is saying to the churches. 
 

 
 



Jesus now addresses the church at Philadelphia which is located about 30 miles southeast of Sardis. 
Jesus identifies himself as the holy and true one who has the key of David. Clearly, he is referencing the 
eternal kingdom prophesied about in the OT. 
 
There is a curious reference to someone who held the key of David (to the temple and palace) in Isaiah. See 
Isaiah 22:15-25 for this story. 
 
Key takeaways about the church in Philadelphia.  
 
1.They had little strength. They were probably a small church with few resources as measured by the world’s 
standard. Yet Jesus selects this church with little strength to give them an open door of opportunity that no 
one would be able to close. He provides them with this open door for two reasons.  

a. They obeyed the words of Jesus. They did not sit around and debate the words of Jesus nor talk about 
which were their favorites. They simply loved Jesus so much they did what he said.  

b. They did not deny Jesus. Most like this church had experienced persecution in some form - loss of 
jobs, being shunned by others, etc. Yet, their faith in Jesus was so strong they would not deny Jesus 
no matter the cost. 

 
Could the same be said about HPC? Have we obeyed the words of Jesus, and have we always declared our 
faith in him no matter the cost? Ask the same questions, not of the church, but about your own personal life 
and walk with Jesus. 
 
If we want an open door of opportunity in the community to share the gospel we need to demonstrate to Jesus 
that we are willing to obey his words and that we will speak up for him and not deny him. 
 
2.  Jesus will one day right all the wrongs of this world. We do not need to make that our job. Revenge or 
payback is not a play in our playbook from Jesus. We are called to love and pray for our enemies not to seek 
them harm. This is a tough message because of the culture we live in today which seems to keep score and 
settle old wrongs. Those who do not play this game are seen as weak. In fact, this church was weak and yet 
Jesus promised to show their enemies that they were the people he truly loved. What a vindication!!! 
 
3. Because they persevered, they will be spared the time of testing to come over all the earth. Notice that the 
testing is aimed at those who belong to this world. Would/will we as a church escape this time of testing? I 
had a friend in college at NC State who made 100s on all 4 exams in second semester Physics. He was 
exempted from the final because the professor knew where he stood based on previous work. I, on the other 
hand, was not exempted out and struggled through the final exam. The professor needed more evidence as 
to where I stood in my physics knowledge base. 
 
Does God know where you stand with him? Have you made it clear with past actions that you stand with him? 
 
4. Finally, they were told to hold on to what they had because great things were coming. Look at all the 
promises they received from Jesus. 

 
1. Will not lose your crown.  
2. They will become pillars in the temple of God.  
3. They will never have to leave it.  
4. Jesus will write the name of the Father on them so that it clear that they belong to the Father.  
5. They will become citizens of the new Jerusalem.  
6. Jesus will write his new name on them indicating that they belong to him since they were faithful in 
their witness to others about him. 

 
These same promises also are there for us today. Each day obey the words of Jesus and never deny or be 
ashamed to claim him as Lord. Then, someday, we too will become citizens of the new Jerusalem with the 
name of the Father written on us as well as the new name of Jesus. 


