
Christ’s View of Local Churches-Lesson #4 

Week of September 27th 

Over the next 4 weeks, we are going to continue to look at the 7 churches that Jesus addresses 

in Revelation 2 & 3. We often look at church through our “American culture” filter. I would like to 

encourage us to think differently and ask some probing questions as we study these passages 

together.  

The Message to the Church in Thyatira 

18 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of 
God, whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze: 19 “I know all the 
things you do. I have seen your love, your faith, your service, and your patient endurance. And I 
can see your constant improvement in all these things. 20 “But I have this complaint against you. 
You are permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls herself a prophet—to lead my servants 
astray. She teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food offered to idols. 21 I gave her time 
to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her immorality. 22 “Therefore, I will throw her 
on a bed of suffering, and those who commit adultery with her will suffer greatly unless they 
repent and turn away from her evil deeds. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches 
will know that I am the one who searches out the thoughts and intentions of every person. And I 
will give to each of you whatever you deserve. 24 “But I also have a message for the rest of you 
in Thyatira who have not followed this false teaching (‘deeper truths,’ as they call them—depths 
of Satan, actually). I will ask nothing more of you 25 except that you hold tightly to what you have 
until I come. 26 To all who are victorious, who obey me to the very end, To them I will give 
authority over all the nations. 27 They will rule the nations with an iron rod and smash them like 
clay pots. 28 They will have the same authority I received from my Father, and I will also give 
them the morning star! 29 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. 

 



 

Thyatira is located about 25 miles southeast of Pergamum. It is the fourth church in the list of 
seven to receive a letter from Jesus. Thyatira is mostly a manufacturing town with a metal-
working industry and a textile industry which made purple and red fabrics - see Acts 
 

1. Jesus starts by telling them that he knows everything that they do. Does that give us 
confidence and hope or does that truth trouble us? 

2. This is a fantastic church with many great qualities listed by Jesus. 
a. They have love - unlike the church in Ephesus. 
b. They have faith. 
c. Jesus sees their service. 
d. He also sees that they have endurance - just like the church in Smyrna. 
e. Finally, this is a church that continues to do more and to improve in all these 

qualities. 

 
What can you say about HPC compared to this church? Do we have and faith? Do we have 
service and endurance? Are we continuing to do more or have we become complacent, tired, 
discouraged, or maybe even lost interest? 
 

3. With all of the great qualities listed by Jesus, he does have something against them. 
They are allowing Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet, to lead people astray into sexual 
immorality and eating meat offered to idols. There were many trade guilds in Thyatira, 
and most likely, to be a member, someone had to be a follower of the idol god 
associated with that guild. This meant going to the idol temple and eating meat offered in 
sacrifice and many had temple prostitutes. 

a. Has your job ever placed temptations in your path to compromise your moral 
values? 

b. Does work push God out of your life and become an idol itself? 

 

4. There were those in the church who had remained true to Jesus and had not followed 
the false teachings of Jezebel. For these followers, Jesus does not ask any more from 
them but to hold right to what they have. 

True followers will continue to grow and serve. As the world and even parts of the church are 
caught up in immorality and various forms of idolatry.  

 

 


