
Priorities 

How do you establish your priorities?  How do you then live that out?  Living by our priorities is 

not always cut and dried.  They can sometimes come into conflict.   

Our reading this week is a brief passage from Corinthians.  Verses 19-23 read... 

19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many 

as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became 

like one under the law (though I, myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the 

law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free 

from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I 

became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible 

means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its 

blessings.”   

There are several instances in the Bible where the apostle Paul makes a strong statement, then 

subsequently seems to contradict that statement.  One such example is Galatians 5:1-12.  Take a 

moment to read this selection. 

What are some thoughts Paul shares about the Gentiles need for circumcision? 

Now read Acts 15: 1-2.  Paul disagreed with the need for the Gentiles in the Antioch church to be 

circumcised.  He was subsequently sent to Jerusalem for a ruling from the apostles and 

elders.  The elders and apostles also saw this as unnecessary.  The Bible seems to make this point 

clear-no need for Gentiles believers to be circumcised. 

 Until, that is, you read from Acts chapter 16.  “Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a 

disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a 

Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him along on 

the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew 

that his father was a Greek.”  Paul circumcised Timothy even though he railed against those 

who wanted a ruling that gentile Christians be circumcised!  Paul clearly said circumcision is 

unnecessary and then did it anyway.  What gives?  

There is a greater truth at work in everything Paul did.  Read 1 Corinthians 9: 19-23 again.  Paul 

prioritized creating a setting where the Gospel wasn’t drowned out by less important issues.  Paul 

prioritized others' salvation. 

What are the priorities in your walk with Christ?  Do you prioritize yourself or others?   


