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The days after the resurrection must have been so exciting to the small group of Christ followers.  What an 

emotional roller coaster ride!  The ride continues as they watch their Savior and friend be lifted into heaven 

after he tells them that they will receive an extraordinary gift in a few days – the gift of the Holy Spirit who 

will guide them to fulfill the commission that He had given them.  Their commission?  To go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them.   

As we read ACTS 1-5 together this week, let’s allow ourselves to be there with them as the angels tell them 

that Christ will be returning one day in Chapter 1.  Be there as the Holy Spirit is given, as Peter preaches, 

and as thousands repent and are baptized to be saved and to become a part of the body of Christ in 

Chapter 2.  Thousands!  See how devoted they are to God and to each other.  Watch how Peter heals a 

lame man in the name of Christ, and how that blessed man leaps for joy and praises God in Chapter 3.   

Praise God with him!  In Chapter 4, watch as Peter, who had denied Christ in fear a few weeks prior, 

fearlessly proclaims that Jesus is the Messiah that the prophets of God spoke about – the rejected stone 

who had become the cornerstone – to the religious leaders who had condemned Jesus.  And pray with 

Peter and John after they are released. Pray that God will guide us to speak His word with great boldness.  

They are “one in heart and mind” during these days.  That unity will surely be tested, as ours is today, but 

they love and encourage each other.  One man named Joseph earns the nickname Barnabas, the son of 

encouragement.  In chapter 5, a selfish couple falls, but the power of the Holy Spirit remains with the 

Christians as persecution from the religious elite begins.  Resolve along with these Godly, Spirit-filled 

brothers to obey God not men – even men who have great, worldly power.  Resolve with them to never 

stop teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah! 

This is OUR beginning… the beginning of Christ’s church. 

This week – ACTS 1-5.  Buckle up! 

 


